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Family Retreatsare a Family Matter

“At Family Retreat there’s such a deep joy in
Christ in everyone you meet,” says Jessica Kirsch,
Family Retreat volunteer. “Love for Him and for
the families is the central focus of each week.”
Three years ago Jessica volunteered at Spruce
Lake knowing no one, but with a zeal for missions,
a passion for people with disabilities, and a ser-
vant's heart. She found a missions experience like
none other.
Jessica’s
mom Clau-
dia says,
“As | drove
home from
the camp, |
realized |
was leaving
Jessica with
no one she
knew well
and won-
dered if we
had done
Jessica and Ezra prepare for a tractor ridethe right

thing.” At
the end of the first week: "People were surround-
ing Jessica, hugging her. She talked about Family
Retreat all the way home.”

The following year Claudia attended the Talent
Show, which opened her eyes and heart. Last year
mother and daughter both served as Short Term
Missionaries (STMs). When Claudia learned of
the need for more STMs week 3, she said “yes”
without hesitation!

This year they'll be joined by dad Steve, who
says he had had little exposure to people with dis-
abilities and even felt “a little out of my comfort

zone” around them. His family’s experiences and
his visits to Spruce Lake have changed that. “God
has opened my eyes to help me see people with
disabilities as He does,” says Steve. “At Family
Retreat | saw people with tremendous joy, even
under difficult circumstances. It's a place where
everyone is loved and accepted.”

You, too, can be a part of one of our Family
Retreats this summer. Contact our office at 215-
799-2304 or greaterphilly@joniandfriends.org for
a Family registration packet or an application to
serve as a Short Term Missionary.

Family Retrebat Spruce Lake
June 2&25

June 28July 2

August 26

Claudia and Jessica Kirsch, serving together

Celebrate what God is doing through Joni and
Friends Greater Philadelphia at Evening of
Hope, Friday, April 23, 7:30 499:00 pm, at Calvary
Church: 820 Route 113 Souderton PA. You will
have an opportunity to financially support the
ministry. Desserts provided by Chef Deb Leotta.
RSVP to 215-799-2304 or
greaterphilly@joniandfriends.org




